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because I really feel absolutely unfit to go myself. I recognise that with reasonable precautions, which I know you will take, the risks of infection are minimised; but I cannot reason about cholera I can only feel "
I had too much respect for his character to consider him a -coward on account of this idiosyncrasy, and I went willingly to my duty to save him The fatalism of the Hindu or Muhammadan very often saves him from such fear; but on the other hand, there is nothing more awful than the panic which a severe visitation of cholera sometimes brings to the country villages. I have seen villages completely deserted, and the people who were in good health living in the jungle, the patients being left to die, with a little water beside them, sometimes even left within a cottage the door of which was locked When a panic seizes the people, they cannot reason, they can only feel
Talking of sanitation reminds me of an amusing incident which I once met with in a certain town The Sanitary Commissioner had just been round inspecting, and had prepared a note on the sanitary conditions of the town One copy of this note was in the usual way sent first of all to the Indian Deputy Magistrate in direct charge of local sanitation, that he might make any remarks or suggestions in regard to the criticisms of the Sanitary Commissioner.
A brief paragraph in the Sanitary Commissioner's note contained the words, " I have specially noticed in this town the absence of any cesspool near any house in the parts of the town that I have been able to visit." The Deputy Magistrate apparently regarded it as the sole function of an inspecting officer to point out faults; and as the Sanitary Commissioner had added no comment to this statement, the Deputy Magistrate wrote in the margin, " One can easily be supplied." As the cesspool is one of the most dangerous of insanitary conditions, this remark indicated a strange ignorance of the subject on the part of an officer more or less directly responsible for sanitary work. It also illustrates the fact that sanitary